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Welcome Remarks
OF PERMANENT SECRETARY FOR THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE MRS. MERINA JESSAMY
TO BE DELIVERED AT 

The launch of the CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION FUND  
November 14th , 2014 – Flamboyant Hotel, Grand Anse, St. George’s
 
SALUTATION:

…..

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentleman,

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you today to the launch of the Community Climate Change Adaptation Fund. The Fund is one of the components under the Integrated Climate Change Adaptation Strategy  project (ICCAS) that is implemented jointly by UNDP and the the German International Agency for Cooperation (GIZ), on behalf of the German Federal Ministry of the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety.

We have a hard working team at the Environmental Unit within the Ministry of Agriculture. Projects like these take years of negotiation in the international community and it’s the persistent effort of the Environmental Team that bring these projects to Grenada. The Ministry of Environment presently has three major climate change related projects within the Ministry of Agriculture. As we all know climate change is not only a hot topic but it is real. To facilitate the effective implementation of these projects and to respond to the issues of climate change the Ministry has put in place a Cabinet approved National Climate Change Committee. We are also in the process of effecting a national climate change Project Steering Committee which will be made up of NGOs, the Private Sector and Government Agencies to bring synergies in our response to the effects of climate change.

The Community Climate Change Fund, implemented by the UNDP will provide up to US$ 50,000 funding to Community Groups, NGOs, Grass-roots organisations and Climate Change Innovators for projects and programmes to help us adapt to the negative impacts of climate change. This is with the aim of  increasing the resilience of vulnerable communities and ecosystems in Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique, as well as to strengthen the understanding and awareness of climate change risks. 

The Fund will consider projects associated with the sectors of agriculture, fishing, tourism, health, water, education and awareness, marine and coastal, livelihoods, and other if they are of a climate change adaptation nature. For example, groups may want to send in projects for community awareness campaigns, workshops and trainings, irrigation or drainage, reef and coastal protection, mangrove and other forest protection, improving livelihoods and human development to name a few. 

The UNDP team has done a great job so far at informing the community groups around Grenada about the projected effects of climate change and the opportunities of the Community Climate Change Adaptation Fund. They held more than 15 community meetings, including in Carriacou and Petite Martinique and have another 6 scheduled. Their presentation has been met with great interest and we therefore expect to receive a good amount of quality proposals to benefit from the fund.

Closing

Ladies and Gentlemen, I hope that you will enjoy this launch event and that it will inspire you to engage your community to write a proposal to the fund. With the help of the German Government, whom we thank for their support, the UNDP and theGIZ , The Ministry of Agriculture are working hard to increase the resilience of Grenada to Climate Change as we are looking forward to work with the communities towards this goal .
I thank you.
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